
  

Some ways to make lesson planning easier! 
 

Don’t have enough time in class to fully 
develop all the skills?  
Want the students to be constructive with 
their language outside classes? 
The benefits of reading in language acquisition 
are obvious. That’s why we have a collection of 
graded readers at each of the 6 levels. Why not 
bring them into class and encourage every 
student to borrow a book for a week?  
A week later, as part of a Communication Skills 
lesson, create an info sharing activity where 
students find out about each other’s book, and 
their reading experience. 

 
 
 
 

there õs only enough books (16) per level 

for 1 class to borrow books at a time  
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Would deeper insights into teaching and 
learning help? 
There are loads of books about the theory of 
teaching etc. and these will prove a massive 
insight into the the whats, whys, hows and 
whens of successful teaching and learning. Also, 
look out for a range of up-to-date journals that 
come through monthly. 

       
 
 
 
Teaching feedback and reflection 
We have a series of observation types over the 
summer, but you also might want to think about 
what worked and what didnôt and why in each 
lesson. Discuss these issues with an ADOS or 
your teaching partner, find out what they know 
about your students when they teach them. 
 

t ake time to think about what went well and 

what didnõt in the break between the 2 lessons  
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Using the internet and technology 
There are lots of great resources out there but 
some of the better sites can be found on the MC 
homepage links, or in the ‘English Teaching with 
Technology’ file in the Resources Room (please 
add good ideas to this file). Many of these 
resources can be used as a computer lesson 
with the students. Remember you must book the 
computer room. 
CDs can be found in the stationery drawers or 
with the teacher’s book for each set coursebook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

always do a run through with 

any technical  lessons before 

the  real thing  
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Swap Projects round 
Each week 2 out of 3 Projects are about the 
afternoon excursions. Why don’t you plan one of 
the themes (eg. Hastings) and teach it tonight 
while your partner plans the other (eg. 
Tunbridge), and teaches it to his/her group 
tonight?  
Next Project, repeat your lesson with your 
partner’s group and let him/her teach their theme 
to your group. As well as books, there are files of 
ready-made lesson activities, and drawers of 
authentic flyers, flashcards, maps etc. 

        
 
 

 
 

some students will be studying 

about places they arenõt actually 

going to ð use this fact 

positively, make an info exchange 

info  so that they want to know 

where their partner is going  
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Flashcards and stationery  
Check in advance what other materials you are 
going to need, in addition to the books or activity 
ideas you have lined up.  
The stationery drawers also contain bundles of 
large laminated colour flashcards – some of 
these are sets of card games, others are 
authentic, straight out of magazines. These will 
help illustrate meanings and concepts and 
therefore act as a catalyst to communication. 
They are also ways of checking learning and 
obviously lead to reinforcement. Don’t remove 
them too far in advance of your lesson, however. 

 
 
 
 

ask an ADOS if you can õt find 

something or need more of it  
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Filling a 90min lesson 
Always have a repertoire of review games and 
activities to fall back on. Ensure they are 
communicative or reinforce learning. These are not 
just ‘fillers’ but ways to introduce language, re-
structure it and review and practice it. They are 
ways to break-the-ice, to bond and create the 
environment in which to comfortably communicate. 
Beware - always have a reason for the activity, a 
reason to give the children, and a reason for 
yourself, and verbalise this from a student-centred 
approach. 
Photocopiable activities come in the teacher’s book 
for each set coursebook, but there are ready-made 
lessons books divided into levels for each teaching 
pair, and plenty more skills books. 

               
 

 

 

no amount of ôspareõ time in a lesson is 

too much ð always use it to check that 

learning has taken place  
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Motivating and attention-keeping with the 
coursebook 
Let the student have some say in how their coursebook is 
used. They don’t physically get to own the book, but we can 
emphasise their ownership of their learning by giving choice. 
Start by identifying the main themes (the context, rather than 
the target language) of 4 or 5 units/modules of their 
coursebook. Put this into the ‘Needs Analysis’ list and let them 
work in groups to choose the most interesting, and make that 
the deciding factor for tomorrow’s coursebook lesson’s 
content.  
Let the target language that the book ‘teaches’ come alive 
subtly through their choice of topic. Beware - obviously this 
may work contrary to the logical build-up of grammar study 
and usage, as each unit relies on a previous unit’s input. 

f ind the themes and transfer them 

to this list, letting students choose 

their favourites before they even 

see the coursebook  


